MANGWE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL
Minimum Service Delivery Standards (MSDS) have provided a framework for improving water, sanitation, roads, governance, and public health in Zimbabwe’s local authorities. In Mangwe Rural District Council (RDC), these standards have helped strengthen service delivery, attract investment, and lay the groundwork for industrialization.
How MSDS Spur Development & Industrialization
· Infrastructure Reliability: Standards for roads, drainage, and lighting reduce transport costs and improve logistics, making rural areas more attractive for industry. Council has been networking with development partners, farmers, miners and communities in trying to improve infrastructure and utilities. Road trafficability currently stands at 65% based on wards having access to surfaced road, while the overall accessibility within the district stands at 100% with all wards having accessibility across all villages. Road maintenance is conducted every year according to the availability of resources, and Council has begun the procurement processes for the purchase of a tipper truck and tractor backhoe loader to allow for in-house road rehabilitation.
· Public Health & Productivity: Improved sanitation and water supply reduce disease burden, ensuring a healthier workforce. The district has been focusing on mechanisation of water sources to increase coverage of clean potable water resulting in a water coverage of 75%. Sanitation coverage is still below standard at 65,2%, however, the district has been working through community led structures to cascade health bylaws and settlements policies which were crafted to enable achievement of 100% sanitation coverage within the district by encouraging the construction of latrines and hygiene enabling facilities. 
· Governance & Accountability: Corporate governance standards increase transparency, encouraging private sector partnerships and donor support. In line with the MSDS, council has improved on stakeholder engagement and feedback mechanisms. This has necessitated trainings of development structures and capacitation of residents forums to aid in accountability monitoring. At ingwizi, council is working with tripartite committee combining the area committee, residents association as well as the business association in development planning and implementation 
· Environmental Stewardship: Waste management and beautification improve the business climate, making areas more appealing for investment. Implementation of the MSDS will see the district establish standard scientific waste management facilities and promoting recycling and recovery of waste
· Housing & Social Amenities: Better living conditions retain skilled workers and support industrial growth. Public lighting is currently being installed at Ingwizi Growth Point, our largest residential centre within the district, which will significantly increase public safety and security in the area, which has a prevalence of mining activities.
Developmental Outcomes
	MSDS Area
	Mangwe RDC Action
	Impact on Development

	Water Supply
	Borehole rehabilitation
	Reduced waterborne diseases, improved productivity

	Roads
	Feeder road maintenance
	Better trade links, industrial transport, improved accessibility

	Waste Management
	Structured collection in growth points
	Cleaner environment, investment appeal

	Governance
	Adoption of indicators
	Transparency, donor confidence

	Social Amenities
	Upgraded schools & clinics, establishment of community centres and sporting facilities 
	Skilled workforce, healthier community, improved livelihoods



