Statutory Instrument .......................of 2022  
											[CAP 29:13]

Mangwe Rural District Council Urban-Agriculture By-Law


It is hereby notified that the Minister of Local Government and Public Works has in terms of Section 90 of the Rural District Councils Act [Chapter 29:13] approved the following bylaws.   
Title 
1. These by-laws may be cited as the Mangwe Rural District Council Urban Agriculture by-laws, 2022 
Interpretation 
2. In these regulations, unless inconsistent with content 
“by-law” means these by-laws or any other by-law for Mangwe Council area 
“council” means Mangwe Rural District Council 
 “deserving residents” include but are not limited to people living with HIV and AIDS, orphaned and vulnerable children, the elderly, the indigent and the destitute people within and ordinarily resident within the municipal area 
“irrigation” for the purposes of these bylaws refers to the watering of crops on land that is more than 200 square metres in extent.  
“livestock” means domestic animals such as cattle, sheep, goats, pigs or horses raised for home use or for profit especially on a farm. 
 “poultry” means domesticated fowls such as chickens, turkeys, ducks, guinea fowl, pheasant, ostriches, pigeons or geese kept primarily for meat and eggs.  
“resident” means a person who resides in an urbanized settlement and growth points in Mangwe District.  
“urban area” means any area designated by council as the growth point or service centre 
“urban agriculture” means farming within urban wards, growth points, or business centres
“urban farmer” means any person who practices farming within or immediately beyond the boundaries of the urban ward, growth point or business center   
 
Application of these By-laws in relation to other By-laws 
1.  (a) Except where it is expressly provided to the contrary, these by-laws shall be construed as being in addition to and not in substitution of any other by-law which is not in conflict or inconsistent with these by-laws 
(b) If any other by-law is in conflict or inconsistent with these by-laws, these by-laws shall prevail on matters relating to protection of the environment and maintenance of public health standards.     
Allocation of land for urban agriculture  
2 a) Any person who is a resident of the council area may carry out urban agricultural activities within the urban area subject to appropriate authorization from the council.
b) Any person who want land for agriculture should apply to council.
c) Only council shall issue permits to allow land for agriculture within the urban area.
d) The permit will run yearly (June-July) and allocated land shall not be permanent and council at any time can reposes the land for its intended purpose as per council land use plan. 
e) Council to determine the types of crops to be grown at any permitted piece of land
f) The council shall consider gender, disability and the vulnerability of any groups in the administration of urban agricultural activities and in particular in relation to allocation of land for urban agriculture. 
g) Any person who violates subsection (c) and (d) above shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine as prescribed by council 
Environmental Protection and Management 
3 a) No person shall cause environmental damage, pollution or degradation in the process of carrying out urban farming within the urban area.  
b) No person shall erect a structure on the permitted piece of land.
c) All crop residues to be removed after harvesting. 
d) No person shall be allowed to burn any agricultural residue without permission from Council, EMA and Forestry Commission 
e) Any person who is engaged in cultivation of crops within the urban area shall take measures to ensure that: 
i) The use of chemicals and fertilisers does not cause pollution of underground water sources or surface water sources including dams, rivers, wells, aquifers or any other water source or damage to soils, grass, trees, plants or any other vegetative cover  
ii) The cultivation on or close to ecologically sensitive areas including the banks of any naturally defined stream or river, wetland, aquifer or any natural watercourse must be at least 30m away.  
f) Any person who contravenes with subsections a, b, and c shall be liable to a fine as prescribed by council. 
g) In addition to any penalty that may be imposed in subsection (e) above, any person who causes pollution or environmental degradation shall meet the costs of remedying such pollution or environmental degradation and any resultant adverse health effects, as well as the cost of preventing, controlling or minimising further pollution, environmental damage or adverse health effects.   
Offences and fines 
4). Any person who contravenes any provision of these by-laws shall be liable to a fine as prescribed by council in the council budget. 
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